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Tips for Preventing Water Pollution 




CONTACT: Bob Bourne










(770) 419-6422
Focus On: 
Composting Left Over Yard Waste


     
Cobb County

In Metro Atlanta the largest source of water pollution is stormwater runoff. When rain, or stormwater, flows across yards, rooftops, streets, driveways and parking lots it collects all kinds of pollution. Even leaves, grass clippings and other yard waste can be a source of pollution to our streams if they are dumped into street gutters, drainage ways or streams.

In the past, there were several methods of removing yard waste and debris that were banned due to their detrimental effects on the environment.  Yard trimmings and leaves have been banned from certain landfills and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division routinely issues outdoor burning bans during the summer months.  In order to meet the needs of residents, metro Atlanta cities and counties offer yard waste removal programs and provide informational resources for residents to compost yard wastes.  

Composting

Residents and businesses can reap the benefits of composting while protecting water resources.  It helps save money by lowering garbage bills and replacing the need for commercial soil replacement.  Composting also helps plants retain moisture, prevents runoff and can improve the fertility of soil. 

Grass clippings, leaves, shrub prunings, flowers, weeds, sawdust, hair, fruit and vegetable scraps, coffee grounds/tea bags and small amounts of uncoated paper can all be composted. The following items should NOT be composted: meat, bones, dairy products, fish, greasy foods, dog and cat feces, unchopped wood wastes, diseased plants and coated paper.   

To compost, pile the waste in a heap and contain in hoops (made from chicken or hog wire) or buckets with lids. There are three basic steps to create a composting recipe with the assistance of bugs, fungi, bacteria and worms. 

(1) chop materials for composting  (chopping helps to hurry the process)

(2) mix two-thirds dry brown material (leaves, straw, and shredded wood) with one-third moist, green materials for balance of nutrients, air and water

(3) add water as you build your pile and maintain its moisture level  

“Composting At Home In Georgia” is a brochure reprinted in partnership with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs. Information in this brochure includes the use of compost, troubleshooting tips and expanded information on composting practices.  You can find this brochure online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com or by contacting the government offices of Cobb County or the cities of Austell, Kennesaw, Marietta, Powder Springs, Roswell and Smyrna.  The Cobb County Compost Site is located at 1775 County Service Parkway, Marietta, GA 30060 - 678-581-5450.  

Other Removal Options of Yard Waste

Yard debris such as grass clippings, limbs, bushes or leaves should be dropped off at Cobb Mulch and Soil at 2150 County Services Parkway. For more information, call (770) 720-1050. Hours of operation are Mon-Sat 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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The City of Smyrna offers recycling at the Smyrna Recycling Education Center on 645 Smyrna Hill Dr. - (770) 431-2869. Leaves, grass clippings and small yard waste (small sticks and brush) must be placed in paper yard bags. The use of plastic bags for yard waste is prohibited. Yard waste is picked up each Wednesday except on weeks in which a holiday falls.

The City of Marietta offers residential curbside yard waste service. Contact the City of Marietta’s Sanitation Division located at 725 North Marietta Parkway.  For more information call 770 794-5581.
City of Roswell provides yard waste collection services. All yard waste must be placed in paper composting sacks or a 45-gallon metal or plastic container marked as yard waste. There is no pickup for yard waste in plastic bags. Branches and tree limbs may not exceed six feet in length and six inches in diameter or weigh more than 75 pounds. They must be stacked neatly at the curb for pickup. Normal yard waste pickup will be limited to 12 bags or loose materials not exceeding two cubic yards. Any amount exceeding this will be tagged with a notice to call the City to arrange a special paid pickup of the overage. The fee for excess yard trash is $11 per cubic yard.  For more information call 770-641-3715.

The City of Powder Springs provides curbside yard waste pickup every Monday to city residents. All yard waste must be placed in separate yard waste containers, paper yard bags or cart and cannot be combined with household trash or garbage. Yard waste in plastic bags will not be picked up. Limbs or branches under six inches in diameter and less than four feet long that weigh less than 75 pounds may be stacked at the curb for pickup. The City will not pick up any larger limbs or branches.
The City of Austell will remove your yard and tree trimmings at no charge.  This includes limbs, brush, leaves and pine straw.  In order for them to be removed, they must be at curbside. Leaves and limbs must be separated and must not contain any type of debris. Leaf and limb collection is scheduled daily according to your address.  Please contact (770) 944-4325 to determine your collection days.
The City of Kennesaw requires all lawn clippings and leaves have be put in a 30-gallon paper lawn refuse bag and placed by the curb for pickup. All branches and tree limbs also have to be placed by the curb but do not have to be in bags. All limbs and branches that are less than four inches in diameter and 10 feet in length are picked up by the garbage truck.  All larger ones are chipped. All items are then taken to be recycled.

The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region.
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