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Changing habits at home is hard to do, but it’s necessary in preventing water pollution and keeping our water resources clean. Did you know an average Georgia household generates an estimated 20 pounds of household hazardous wastes a year? That’s a total of 62 million pounds -- enough to fill 1,550 tractor-trailers each year. By learning the proper way to use and dispose of household products (motor oil, batteries, detergents, chemicals, etc.), residents can significantly help the environment.  Below are important tips for dealing with motor oil and batteries.

Used Motor Oil Facts

· Used motor oil contains many harmful substances including contaminants such as chromium, copper, lead, zinc and other metals.
· A single quart of used motor oil can pollute 250,000 gallons of water.

· Four quarts of oil can cause an eight-acre oil slick if spilled or dumped down a storm drain. 

· Used motor oil can kill organisms in the water that fish rely on as a food source and can contaminant drinking water supplies.

· Used motor oil can cause harmful effects on the skin, body fluids, and ability to fight disease after both short- and long-term exposure.  
· Recycling is the only proper means of disposing of used motor oil.

· If recycled or fuels blended, used motor oil can be beneficial.  Environmental companies can recycle used motor oil into new lubrication products or “fuels blend” the oil and use it as an alternative fuel source in asphalt plants, boilers, cement kilns, and steel mills.  

For additional information, contact the Pollution Prevention Assistance Division at www.p2ad.org or (404) 651-5120. A motor oil-recycling center near you can be found online at www.cleanup.org or by calling 1-800-CLEANUP.  
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Battery Facts

· More than 350 million rechargeable batteries are purchased annually in the United States. Rechargeable batteries, such as nickel-cadmium (Ni-Cd) or small sealed lead-acid (SSLA) batteries, contain toxic-heavy metals such as cadmium, mercury and lead. These heavy metals DO NOT present a threat to human health or the environment while the battery is being used as directed.
· When thrown away, these batteries can cause serious harm to human health and the environment. In Georgia, most household waste is landfilled. 
· In some landfills, heavy metals from rechargeable batteries have the potential to leach slowly into the soil, groundwater and surface water. 
· Rechargeable batteries should be recycled properly.
To set-up a recycling program at your workplace or to find a recycling center near your home, contact the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation online at www.rbrc.org or call 678-419-9990.
Tips For Household Hazardous Wastes

The Clean Water Campaign has teamed up with Pollution Prevention Assistance Division (P2AD) to create a resource for homeowners to use called “Household Solutions for Preventing Water Pollution from Hazardous Wastes.”  The brochure is available through the office of stormwater management at local governments in Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton and Gwinnett counties and the city offices of Alpharetta, Atlanta, Austell, College Park, East Point, Fairburn, Hapeville, Kennesaw, Marietta, Palmetto, Powder Springs, Roswell, Smyrna and Union City. The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region.
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