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SAVE WATER - SAVE TIME - SAVE MONEY!







CONTACT:

Tiffany Fell 404.266.2600 at waterSmart

Grace Trimble 404.463.3192 or 

Kelley O’Brien 404.463.3259 

Floyd Middle School Student Wins Top Prize in Essay Contest 

The Clean Water Campaign and waterSmart have selected Shannon Giddens as both the Cobb County and the regional winner for their 2003 essay contest.

An eighth grader in Ms. Anna McClannahan’s class, Giddens received a Clean Water Campaign poster, a plaque and a check for $100 at a presentation on November 20. Cobb County Chairman Sam Olens and Commissioner Woody Thompson (Cobb County, District 4) presented Giddens with her awards during an assembly.
During his remarks, Chairman Olens said, “In Cobb, our drinking water comes from the Cobb County-Marietta Water Authority... This authority has been named one of the Southeast’s best by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. This means our drinking water here in Cobb County is very good.” Olens also mentioned that the county had been recognized this year as a Clean Water Partner for the 21st Century.

In her winning essay, Giddens  envisions what life will be like in the year 2015 with a population of 6.3 million people. She recommends that we start taking action now, writing,  “I can make a difference in my community educating other people on how to conserve water. Many people don’t know the seriousness of this problem.”  She ended her essay saying, “Remember that we clean our water one person at a time.”

Chairman Olens also presented to a certificate to the Cobb County runner-up in the contest, Elle Diehl. She is an eighth-grade student also in Ms. McClannahan’s Class.  In her essay, Diehl hightlighted how people can “conserve and keep water sanitary at the same time.”  She urged homeowners to water their lawns only every five to seven days and to use only the proper amount of fertilizer . 

The Clean Water Campaign and waterSmart teamed up to encourage children and parents to address the growing need to improve water quality and conservation efforts in Georgia. The contest was open to sixth, seventh and eighth graders in Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton and Gwinnett. Altogether, nearly 300 students submitted essays for the competition. Judges selected a winner from each county.  
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About waterSmart

The waterSmart program was initiated by the Cobb County-Marietta Water Authority to educate metro area residents about "state of the science" methods for conserving water while maintaining beautiful lawns and landscapes.  waterSmart tips were developed in conjunction with the Georgia Water Wise Council and the Cobb County Extension Service.  
About the Clean Water Campaign

The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region.
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