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For Immediate Release




Contact:  Grace Trimble 404-463-3192 

                        

or Kelley O’Brien 404-463-3259

Celebrate Arbor Day by Planting Trees to Protect Streams
Cherokee County will celebrate Arbor Day February 20, 2004 with a tree seedling giveaway. Linda Schwamlein, Canton’s tree commissioner; the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service Master Gardeners and the representatives from the Clean Water Campaign will be at the gazebo in downtown Canton from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. to distribute the seedlings while supplies last. Species include crape myrtle, dogwood, red maple, bald cypress, red buds and Virginia pine.

Planting a tree, even a small seedling, at a home or business, is a simple, inexpensive way to improve health and quality of nearby streams. Trees and other vegetation reduce stormwater runoff by slowing its movement and allowing more time for water to soak into the soil.  
Stormwater picks up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants. As it flows into storm drains, it carries these pollutants directly into a river, lake or stream where they foul waters that are used for recreation or drinking water.  This, in turn, can affect human health and increase drinking water treatment costs. 

Planting trees and using ground covers on bare land can help to reduce the amount of sediment carried in the runoff. Sediment clouds the water and makes it difficult or impossible for aquatic plants to grow. 

Planting trees also helps to preserve habitat. Shade provided by trees near rivers and streams lowers the water temperature and improves the conditions for fish. Cooler waters can hold more dissolved oxygen, which is essential for fish and aquatic life.  Trees contribute to increased property values and lead to lower electric bills by moderating summer temperatures. 

While National Arbor Day is April 23, Georgia celebrates Arbor Day in February. In the southern states, April is too late to plant trees before the onslaught of summer heat.  In Georgia, trees planted between November and mid-March stand the best chance to become established before summer.

The Clean Water Campaign works to educate the public about activities that help prevent water pollution and conserve water.  The Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by local governments in metro Atlanta and managed by the Metropolitan North Water Planning District and the Atlanta Regional Commission.  For more information about the Clean Water Campaign, contact Kelley O'Brien at 404.463.3259.
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